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remain in Edinburgh to look after their lessons, and
Walter, though passionately fond of shooting, only stayed
three days with us, his mind running entirely on mathe-
matics and fortification, French and German. One of
the excellencies of Abbotsford is very bad pens and ink;
and besides, this being New Year's Day, and my writing-
room above the servants' hall, the progress of my corre-
spondence is a little interrupted by the Piper singing
Gaelic songs to the servants, and their applause in conse-
quence. Adieu, my good and indulgent friend: the best
influences of the New Year attend you and yours, who
so well deserve all that they can bring. Most affection-
ately yours,                                      WALTER SCOTT.

Before quitting the year 1818, I ought to have men-
tioned that among Scott's miscellaneous occupations in
its autumn, he found time to contribute some curious
materials toward a new edition of Burt's Letters from
the North of Scotland, which had been undertaken by
his old acquaintance, Mr. Eobert Jameson. During the
winter session he appears to have made little progress
with his novel; his painful seizures of cramp were again
recurring frequently, and he probably thought it better
to allow the story of Lammermoor to lie over until Ms
health should be reestablished. In the mean time he
drew up a set of topographical and historical essays,
which originally appeared in the successive numbers of
the splendidly illustrated work, entitled Provincial An-
tiquities of Scotland.1 But he did this merely to gratify
his own love of the subject, and because, well or ill, he
must be doing something. He declined all pecuniary
recompense; but afterwards, when the success of the
publication was secure, accepted from the proprietors
some of the beautiful drawings by Turner, Thomson, and
other artists, which had been prepared to accompany his

1 These charming essays are now reprinted in his Miscellaneous Prose
Works (Edition 1834) vol. vii.he facility of easy and
